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           NOTES FROM THE CHAIR - SPRING 2021 
 

After a very cold spell, it has finally felt like Spring on the weekend of 20 - 21 
February and Pat Sexton is to be congratulated on the beautiful snowdrops 
and other Spring flowers 
appearing in the bed by 
the Pembury Road 
entrance. There is some 

inspiration here for good things to come as 
lockdown begins to be lifted. We certainly 
hope to organise events again this Summer 
and to meet for our Summer Picnic. 
 
Dunorlan Park continues to experience very 
high ‘footfall’ as people seek sanctuary from 
Covid. One result is some very wet and muddy areas. TWBC are currently addressing this 
problem and the Friends have offered to help financially to find a permanent solution to the 
flooding of part of the lakeside path. 
 
Whilst the vast majority of people enjoy the park without causing any problem to others, it is 
distressing to see that a few dog owners still allow their pets to chase the wildfowl and to enter 
the lake although this is specifically against park regulations. A few owners have been self-
righteous enough to remove the signs erected to ask for dogs to be kept under control around 
the lake - none of these are Friends I am sure. 
 
It was particularly upsetting for people who witnessed teenage boys firing stones with 
slingshots at our wildfowl. Fortunately, the Friends obtained the names and addresses of these 
boys and the police were informed. 
 
To end on an optimistic note, our two Egyptian Geese produced six goslings remarkably early 
in the season around 12th February. Ten days on, they are all thriving and we look forward to 
more hatchlings in the Spring. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and I hope to see you all at Friends’ events soon. 
 
Peter Russell, Chairman, Friends of Dunorlan Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 



 

 

               BE HEDGEHOG FRIENDLY 
Strimmers, bonfires and netting are among hazards which 
can harm hedgehogs.  
Hedgehogs are welcome visitors to our parks and 
gardens, eating slugs and other 
pests as well as helping 
achieve the balance of nature. 
Campaigners say that numbers 
have fallen by as much as 50% 

since 2000 in the UK countryside and there are now fewer than a million 
hedgehogs in Britain.  
So, we need to be aware of where they could be and look for possible 
dangers. 
If you remove grates to clear your drains, make sure you replace them or 
hedgehogs could become trapped. 
If you have a traditional compost heap, take care when turning it as it could be a cosy home for a 
hedgehog family. 
Hedgehogs are good swimmers but need a means of exiting a pond if they should fall in or just climb in 
for a dip. 
Elastic bands left littering in undergrowth can easily be caught by a hedgehog and it cannot be removed 
from their spines. 
Keep netting off the ground so hedgehogs can pass under it. Plants will grow to the netting. 
Check in any bonfires as a hedgehog could be underneath having a nap. 
Hedgehogs are lactose-intolerant but don’t know they are, so milk or bread will give them a sore 
tummy! Their favourite diet is worms. When the weather is cold and dry, they love meaty 
pet food (not containing fish) 
Pesticides and slug pellets can kill hedgehogs. 
                                                                   We really don’t want this do we………. 

 
WHAT A FIND! 

Oscar Sanders is one very observant young man, thanks to 
joining Keith Palmer’s Fungal Forays in Dunorlan Park. Oscar 
was walking with his mum near 
to where he lives in Rusthall 
and came across the Devil’s 
Finger Fungi (see photo left with 
Oscar) - a rare form of 
mushroom which is from the 
southern hemisphere and was 
first found in Britain in 1914. 
The Devil’s Finger fungus 
hatches from a slimy, gelatinous 
‘egg’. As it grows, the tentacle-
like fingers start to protrude. It’s 

fairly rare in the UK and is related to the stinkhorns as it has a strong and unpleasant smell. 
Keith was informed of the find and drove all the way up from where he lives on the south coast to have 
a look, so it must be quite exciting! 
Our chairman Peter and his wife Jenny were also intrigued with the mushroom so joined the gathering 
and Jenny took the one of the Bracket Fungus or Polypores (right ). The protrusions are called Conks. 
Oscar has been really inspired by Keith and his tales of fungi, what can and can’t be eaten etc, so he’s 
obviously on a mission and loves going for walks in the woods to see what he can find.  
Keep up the good work Oscar and we hope to see you soon in the park. 

 



 

 

MEMORIES FROM DIANA - thank you 
Diana Lamb 

 
As I was walking my hound Doodle this morning, 
a glimpsed clump of snowdrops bravely pushing 
through the snow triggered some happy Dunorlan 
Park memories. Quite a few years ago, I can’t  
remember exactly when, Patricia Jacobs offered 
to give occasional piano recitals to raise funds for 
plants in the park. At the time, Ruth Baker was 
our Chairman and an enthusiastic Galanthophile - 

she has a magnificent display of snowdrops in her garden - so the money-raising initiative became the 
Snowdrop Fund. Patricia played beautifully, having been a concert pianist, and her recitals were a joy 
and delight which we were privileged to be part of. She finally stopped doing them as her sight failed in 
her 90s and she died in 2019.  
As well as funding some ornamental shrubs, the Snowdrop Fund lived up to its name and in Spring 
2013 over 1,000 snowdrops were planted in the park where they continue to spread and flower every 
year. These were mainly the common snowdrop, Galanthus nivalis, which we acquired from a specialist 
nursery together with some out-of-the-ordinary species snowdrops. I remember some of these were 
very expensive and we planted them in secret spots in the park to protect them from being stolen by 
obsessive galanthomaniacs (prize snowdrop bulbs have been known to sell for £1,000s) I have a little 
plan on which Tony Ewins, the park’s Head Gardener till he retired, marked their locations - it’s 
somewhere squirreled away in my attic along with other Dunorlan Friends’ archive stuff. I hope no-one 
wants to know where they are as I think it would be a major operation trawling through all my heaps of 
paper, albeit I suppose I ought to eventually! 

 
***** UPDATE ON THE BLUE-GREEN ALGAE ON THE LAKE ***** 

Due to social media and the general media, I think everyone is now aware that our lake is currently 
undergoing scrutiny regarding the appearance of blue-green algae on the surface. Although referred to 

as algae, this is not algae at all, but types of bacteria called 
cyanobacteria and can grow quickly forming ‘blooms’. 
Certain varieties of blue-green algae can produce toxins 
which are harmful to humans and animals. 
Blue-green algae blooms are often described as looking like 
pea soup but aren’t always large and dense and can 
sometimes cover small portions of a lake with little visible 
algae 
present. 
Pets, 

especially dogs, are susceptible to harmful algae as they 
are relatively small and tend to swallow more water whilst 
swimming or playing. Dog owners are reminded that, 
blue-green algae issues apart, dogs are not permitted to 
enter the lake or to chase the wildfowl. Animals can 
experience symptoms within minutes whilst a human can 
experience symptoms from hours to two days. 
TWBC are currently awaiting a water-testing programme 
by the Environmental Agency when the current Covid situation and weather allows. Any further updates 
will be added to the Friends’ Facebook page, Twitter and on the website. 
 
 
 



 

 

REMEMBERING MORE OF OUR PARK’S MEMORIAL BENCHES 

 
 
 
Donated by Mr & Mrs Saunders on the 8th 
November 2002 in memory of their son Rob. 
“Happy Memories Rob, love always Mum and 
Dad Saunders 1966 - 2002”    
 
 
 
 
 
Donated by Hawkenbury Women’s Institute on 
the 15th January 2003 in memory of past 
members. 
“In memory of past WI members and for the use 
of all” 
 
 
 
 
 
Donated by Margaret Jones on the 14th April 2003 
in memory of her husband Ken. 
“Dunorlan Park has given us hours of joy” 
 
 
 
 
 
Donated by Margaret Fisher, eldest daughter of 
Lady Ruth Eileen Fisher 1900 - 1982, in February 
2005. 
Granddaughter to Henry Reed. Loved by all her 
family 
 
 
 
 
 
Donated by the Pantiles Rotary Club in February 
2005. 
“Donated to celebrate the centenary of Rotary 
International” 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Rachel, Sylvia’s daughter, thought the best place to 
remember her beloved mum was in their favourite 
park. Sylvia rarely moaned through 37 years of the 
dreaded MS and was often seen buzzing around town 
on her buggy embellished with sunflowers. A Weeping 
Willow, planted by Sylvia, is nearby and was planted 
in memory of her son Stephen who passed away at 15. 
Rachel loves the bench and says it’s the perfect spot 
to remember her mum and brother 
 
 
 
 
Dunorlan Division Girl Guides celebrate 100 years 
of Guiding 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donated by family and friends on 27th March 2017 
in loving memory of Chris Cook. 
“If you can change the way you think, you can 
change reality! Chris Cook 1955 - 2016” 
 
 
 
 
 
Donated by Ratnamalar Hancock on the 2nd 
November 2016 in memory of David Christopher 
Hancock. 
“In memory of my wonderful husband David 
Christopher Hancock (1950 - 2015). Love you 
always, Mala” 
 
 
 
 
 
Donated by Jonathan and Bethan Sutch on the 
2nd July 2015 in memory of Vanessa Sutch. 
“You will always be our Granny Vanessa, with 
Love from Henry, Charlie and Lily xxx” 
“Sit and remember me” 
 
 
 



 

 

WE ARE ALL WELL AWARE HOW TREES CAN IMPACT OUR LIVES, BUT DID YOU 
KNOW THE EXTENT OF HOW IMPORTANT THEY ARE? A LITTLE POEM TO SHOW JUST 

HOW MUCH WE, AND WILDLIFE, NEED THEM….. 
  

           
 

WHAT IS A TREE? 
AN OXYGEN MAKER, A FLOOD ABATER 

A CARBON ABSORBER, A CLIMATE RECORDER 
A HEALTHY ASPECT, A PLACE TO REFLECT 

A NEST FOR AN OWL, WHERE GRUFFALOS GROWL 
A CLIMBING FRAME, THE FUEL FOR A FLAME 

A SOIL STABILISER, A PICNIC SUN-VISOR 
A PROVIDER OF FRUIT, WNTER QUARTERS FOR NEWTS 

THE PAGES OF A TOME, THE HEART OF A HOME 
A POLLUTANT FILTER, A NEIGHBOURHOOD GILDER 

A TREATMENT FOR FEVER, A STRESS RELIEVER 
AN ARTIST’S SPARK, AN ANCIENT LANDMARK 

A NOISE MUFFLER, A BLUETIT’S SUPPER 
A TEMPERATURE REDUCER, A PRIMARY PRODUCER 

A WIND BREAKER, A WOOD MAKER, 
A NATURAL SCULPTURE JUST OUTSIDE THE FRONT DOOR 

 

           
 

 
THE FRIENDS - CONTINUING OUR AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP WITH THE 

RHS 
 

The Friends continue with their Affiliate Membership, the 
main benefit of which is a reasonably priced Public Liability 
Insurance. There is also an entitlement to purchase up to 
three £10 tickets which allows any person entry to any 
property as many times as they wish. This, as you can 

imagine, has been tricky to administer but any suggestions as to how it could be done would 
be of interest. 
Chairman Peter also receives a free monthly journal and would be willing to pass this on if 
anyone was interested. With only one ‘up for grabs’, it would be first come first served, quite 
literally. Call Peter on 01892 531830 or email dunorlanfriends@gmail.com. 



 

 

ELAINE BLAKE GILL - ARTIST AND ILLUSTRATOR 
 

Elaine describes herself as an artist and illustrator, born and bred in Kent, living in Tunbridge 
Wells with a wonderfully supportive family, a very patient husband, three not-so-little children 
and a Border Collie called Bowline who usually finds her way into her Christmas cards and 
maps. Elaine says: “At the age of 12, I was given my first set of oil paints, an easel and 
canvas. I would paint for family and friends so decided to take O level art. I went on to study 
childcare at college and after graduating, I worked in a private day nursery.” 
Elaine is a Friend of Dunorlan Park and, when our head gardener Tony Ewins retired, he was 

presented with a painting of the park 
which Elaine had done. She said: “It 
was a wonderful challenge to be asked 
to draw Dunorlan Park, first of all how 
to fit the park on the page! As it was 
drawn for gardener Tony, it was 
important to capture the shapes and 
sizes of the trees. When he was 
presented with the original pen and 
watercolour, the first thing he noticed 
were the trees, ones he had planted 
and those he had become fond of. One 
happy Artist! I love line, architecture 
and beautiful buildings that tell a story. 

Despite being super busy, I still take on private commissions and it’s a great way to meet new 
people and avoid artist’s block.” 
Elaine admits that the best thing about her job is she never knows what’s next on the drawing 
board and there’s never a dull day! One project people might know is the one she did with local 
cartoonist Chris Burke and the Platform 2 Project at 
Tunbridge Wells station. 

 
Elaine loves our park and said she and her family have windy walks, snowy tobogganing and 
summer picnics with friends. She says there’s something for everyone with the lake, wetland 
and play area being a bonus. 
Thank you Elaine and long may you remain our Friend! 



 

 

                       TREE PLANTING CLOSED FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE 
 

December 2020 was the final Memorial tree-
planting for the season as, sadly, suitable 
space is no longer available so no further 

tree donations can be taken.  
Tree donations for other parks will still be 

welcomed. 
TWBC’s website has been updated so do 

visit that for more information -  
 www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk  

 

 

 
DETAILS - THANKS TO KASIA FROM TWBC and RTWIB  

 
The In Bloom team is planning for the usual competition and will revise again if needed. Should the 
Covid situation still be bad in summer, we will focus on the ‘visible from the street’ categories only. 
There will be no launch event in the Spring as larger gatherings may not be allowed in April. The 
Awards Ceremony is planned for the third week of September in the Assembly Hall - again depending 
on the situation. The Hospice really wants to open the gardens this Summer. Providing it’s possible, our 
tour is booked for Sunday June 13th.  
RTW in Bloom 2021 - please check our website and social media for regular updates as the shape of 
the campaign will depend on the Covid-19 situation and government guidance this Summer. 
ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS IN BLOOM COMPETITION 
Entries to the local Bloom competition are open to residents, businesses, community groups and 
schools across the town of Tunbridge Wells. Entry forms will be available on RTW in Bloom’s website 
from April 2021. Entries closing dates are June 1st for Allotments and June 30th for other categories. 
Judging will take place in July. 
OPEN GARDENS WITH HOSPICE IN THE WEALD 
Open Gardens is an annual community fundraising event raising money for the Hospice. Our previous 
Open Gardens tours were great - we have raised nearly £3,000 for the Hospice so far. We plan to 
continue to support the Hospice. Royal Tunbridge Wells Open Gardens 2021 will take place on Sunday 
June 13th with eight lovely gardens participating. Cost of the tickets is £5 and covers entry to all 
gardens taking part. 
BLOOMING MARVELLOUS PHOTO COMPETITION 
Royal Tunbridge Wells In Bloom are looking for photographs of 
‘Buzzing Blooms’ - pollinating insects like bees, butterflies or moths 
captured on a flower. Pictures must be taken be taken between April 
and September 2021. Competition is open to all and will be judged in 
two categories: Children (up to age 18) and Adults (18 plus). The 
best images will be displayed in town in the winter. Deadline is 
Friday September 15th. 
Website: www.royaltunbridgewellsinbloom.org.uk                                     
Email: competition@royaltunbridgewellsinbloom.org.uk 
Photo competition email: BloomPhoto@tunbridgewells.gov.uk 
Telephone: 01892 554031 
 



 

 

HISTORY CORNER 
Susan Beckwith, who now lives in St Lucia, recently came across our newsletter and contacted me to 

relate how much she loves Dunorlan Park and the fact that she had so many memories of her time 
there. She offered to write up some of these to be included, along with some precious photos, so I hope 

you enjoy reading them. Hopefully this will be an ongoing feature for a while, but that will  
depend on Sue’s involvement.  

All photos shown in this and future issues are subject to copyright. 

 
One of my earliest memories was playing in Dunorlan Park. My grandmother (affectionately known as 
Nan) took me and my younger brother to see Granddad at his work. My Grandfather, Conrad Edwin 
Manklow, was a Park Keeper at Dunorlan from the late 1940s (just after the fire in the big house - 1946 
was the year the Park opened to the public) until the early 1980s. He started there after coming out of 
the army at the end of the Second World War. 
It was the early 70s, I must have been about four years old at the time and my brother, two. I remember 
feeding the swans. I was scared as one of the swans wanted my bread and I did not want to give it, 
preferring the ducks. Mr Swan beat his wings and reared up in front of me, my goodness it was the 
biggest thing I had ever seen. Granddad just said a few sharp words and threw some bread and the 
episode was over. He told us that the swans were lovely but had to be respected as they could easily 
break an arm and that they were all owned by the Queen, so we had to be nice to them and never harm 
them - I have never forgotten that! We then used to walk along the path round the lake to the rowboats 
- oh what a joy! He used to treat us to a ride, they wobbled a lot when you got in, and I was always a bit 
scared, but once in you felt wonderful. I remember Mr Matchett, he used to always rub our heads and 
smile a lot with his pipe in his mouth. Then we were off rowing round the lake, we used to make 
Granddad take us round the islands so we could see the various pretty ducks and their nests. They 
used to moan and quack at us, but we threw bread (not allowed now) and they soon stopped, realising 
that it was better to gobble up our treats than to moan at us silly humans gawping at them. We used to 
dread the horn (I think it was) and the number going up that meant we had to come in, then it was off to 
the café for an Orange Maid ice-lolly before making the long weary walk back to Hawkenbury where 
Nan and Granddad lived in a prefab that always rattled and rolled every time you walked through it. 
Granddad loved the park. He used to always wear dark navy dungarees which had his Players 
cigarettes in one pocket and his mint humbugs in the other. He used to talk to us about the beautiful 
trees and the wonderful flowers which he had planted, along with help from his colleague Mr Duffin. 
The crocuses and daffodils in the Spring, the tulips, then all the Summer meadow flowers which were in 
the fields at the bottom (not part of the park at that time but there nevertheless). We used to wander 
around to our heart’s content, climbing down the rocks on the stream (as we called it) the overflow from 
the lake near the fountain. Run up and down the tree-lined area up to the beautiful lady statue. I used to 
think she must have been a very special lady to have a glass house built around her. She was so 
beautiful, with flawless white skin and a lovely sheer dress 
barely covering her and, if my memory serves me right, she 
was playing a tambourine. Granddad used to tell us about 
the birds in the park and how he had a special friend which 
followed him everywhere - Mr Robin. Mr Robin used to be 
partial to the odd worm and, in true Robin fashion, sit on the 
fork handle. Now and again he blessed us with a beautiful 
melodic song that truly touched us, bless him. 
We never got to visit the greenhouses as they had likely 
been pulled down by then but Granddad told us it was a 
place where he grew lots of different flowers and even 
fruits! He told me there were even pineapple pits - what is a 
pineapple pit? It’s a low greenhouse with a door which 
opens upwards. You fill it with straw and put the cut off top 
of a pineapple and plant it in soil in a big flowerpot, push 



 

 

the straw around it and keep it warm and moist!! If you are lucky, 
after about a 
year it 
will fruit. 
Granddad said 
it was so hard 
to do, but he 
decided to try. 
He tended to 
the pineapple 
plant 
every day, 
making sure it 
was looked after and tucked up nice and warm in 

its straw bed. He said one day he could not believe it, a small shoot appeared in the middle of the plant 
(which had now grown a lot bigger). A stalk started to grow 
and on the end of it, a baby pineapple! He was so pleased 
he said, he even had a photo done. (Top right) 
The greenhouses at Dunorlan, by all accounts, in the 
house’s prime, grew all sorts of produce and flowers. They 
had a special orchid house, an orangery to produce citrus 
fruits and a myriad of beautiful flowers, as you can see in the 
postcard pictures (thank you so much to my dad, Derek 
Beevis, for letting me show you some of the images from his 
private collection).  
I can only imagine how wonderful it would have been to live 
in the big house when it was in full swing, the parties, the 
food, riding in the park (which at that time would have been your own private grounds). It would have 
been amazing. I am just so pleased that I was able, as a child, to enjoy the park and all its beauty.  
I hope to be able to write more of my memories down in future issues of this publication but, for now, I 
hope you have enjoyed a little snippet of times gone by in our wonderful Dunorlan. 
 
        

KEEPING IN TOUCH  
As always, your lovely comments are really appreciated. 

 
Carolyn A emailed: What a lovely newsletter - I will distribute this to the Soroptimists. Many thanks for 

including our bench. I do think I should join, especially as it is such an 
important part of my life from tea trays on the snow as a child to Race for 
Life and tree planting in 2021. 
Kind words Carolyn, thank you and glad you have now joined us. Pleased to 
have you as a Friend.  
Liz G emailed: The diversity of the newsletter never ceases to amaze me. 
This one contained something for everyone. A big thank you for telling us 
some of the stories behind the names on the benches. I have wondered 

about the people named and the people who dedicate the memorials. 
Thank you Liz, there will be more memorial benches in coming months. 
Michael H emailed: Another entertaining and informative newsletter. 
So pleased you enjoyed it Michael, thank you. 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

All details correct at the time of going to print! 
THANKS TO TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL FOR THEIR SUPPORT  

IN PRINTING AND COLLATING ‘HARD COPIES’ OF THIS NEWSLETTER 
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01892 523007 

Committee 
Member 

David Molloy  molloy01uk@yahoo.co.uk 
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